
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E585 April 20, 2010 
The Ninth District of Washington was hon-

ored to be represented by short track 
speedskater John Robert ‘‘J.R.’’ Celski of Fed-
eral Way, Washington. Celski sustained a se-
vere injury during the Olympic Trials in which 
his skate blade cut deeply into his left 
quadriceps muscle, barely missing his artery, 
only 5 months before the 2010 Olympic Winter 
Games. Prior to his injury, he put up record 
performances in U.S. competitions against 
other world-class athletes. 

Celski displayed an astonishing level of per-
severance when he overcame this adversity to 
capture the bronze medal in the Men’s 1500m 
and the Men’s 5000m Relay. J.R. Celski em-
bodied the spirit of this country with his re-
solve and determination. 

Apolo Anton Ohno of Seattle, Washington, 
was another inspirational athlete at the Olym-
pic Winter Games with ties to the Ninth District 
of Washington. Both Ohno and Celski grew up 
skating at Pattison’s West Skating Center in 
Federal Way, Washington. 

I am proud to represent a district that has 
significantly contributed to the success of U.S. 
speedskating. I ask my colleagues to please 
join me in congratulating both Apolo Anton 
Ohno and John Robert ‘‘J.R.’’ Celski for their 
perseverance and determination to overcome 
adversity and give historic performances in 
short track speedskating at the 2010 Olympic 
Winter Games. 
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HONORING JOHN M. WILLIAMS, 
JR., ON HIS DISTINGUISHED CA-
REER 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to praise and reflect 
upon the career of an outstanding community 
leader and a dear friend, John M. Williams, Jr. 
I would also like to congratulate John on his 
upcoming retirement. 

John is the president of the Salt River 
Project (SRP), the nation’s third-largest public 
power utility and the largest supplier of water 
to the greater Phoenix metropolitan area. John 
serves as president of both the Salt River Val-
ley Water Users’ Association, the water dis-
tribution side of the company, and the Salt 
River Project Agricultural Improvement and 
Power District, the electricity-generating side 
of the company. He began serving on the 
SRP council in 1964 and has served 28 years 
with SRP, including 12 years as vice presi-
dent. He was elected SRP’s 16th president in 
2007. 

During his tenure as president, John signed 
the largest-ever Indian water rights settlement; 
helped SRP expand its sustainable-energy 
portfolio to approximately seven percent of the 
total energy generated, including partnering on 
the state’s first commercial wind farm; and 
presided over a far-reaching settlement that 
will help ensure the future sustainability of Ari-
zona’s Verde River. 

John is a member of the Groundwater 
Users’ Advisory Council, the American Public 
Power Association, the National Water Re-
sources Association, the Colorado River Water 
Users’ Association and the Cowman’s Club. In 
addition, President George W. Bush appointed 

him to the National Infrastructure Advisory 
Council in 2008. 

An Arizona native, John is active in numer-
ous community-based efforts, including serv-
ing on the board of the Farmers Gin and as 
a committee member of the Maricopa County 
Farm Services Administration. He has been in-
volved in many other community activities in 
the Laveen area. John, who owns John M. 
Williams Farms in Laveen, lives in the West 
Valley with his wife, Dawnetta. 

I have been fortunate to have John as a 
friend for many years. I first became familiar 
with John’s trademark black cowboy hat when 
he came to visit my office in Washington, DC. 
Since that time, I have seen him wear that 
same black cowboy hat twice a year at Co-
rona Ranch, where we have enjoyed the 
music and good company together. 

Madam speaker, I am honored to recognize 
the leadership of John Williams and the friend-
ship he has given me and my family. 
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HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PINE FORGE ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Pine Forge Athletic Asso-
ciation as it celebrates 40 years of providing 
and promoting baseball and softball for the 
youth in the Boyertown Area School District 
and neighboring communities. 

The Association formed as a result of the vi-
sion and leadership of Merle Harner and Rob-
ert ‘‘Skip’’ Trainer, who wanted to create more 
opportunities for participating in youth sports. 
The Association has thrived since its first team 
began practicing and playing on a single, 
small field at Pine Forge Elementary School 
four decades ago. Today, more than 400 boys 
and girls play on more than 30 teams that 
have access to as many as 15 fields faithfully 
maintained by the Association. 

While many things have changed since 
1970, the Association remains committed to 
the core principles of teaching the fundamen-
tals of the game, promoting good sportsman-
ship and helping youth learn the importance of 
team work, perseverance and hard work. The 
Association’s tremendous success was made 
possible thanks to dedicated volunteers who 
generously give countless hours each year to 
serve as coaches, umpires, league officials 
and in various other roles. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me today in congratulating the Pine Forge 
Athletic Association as it commemorates this 
very special milestone and offering best wish-
es for continued success in enriching the lives 
of our youth and strengthening the bonds with-
in our community. 
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TRIBUTE TO BILL AND MAURA 
SCULLY 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to call to your attention the work of two 

outstanding individuals, Bill and Maura Scully, 
who are being honored by the Frank McGov-
ern Association on Sunday, April 18, 2010, for 
their lifetime of friendship and service. 

It is only fitting that they be honored in this, 
the permanent record of the greatest democ-
racy ever known, for they have brought joy 
and comfort to many others through their dedi-
cation to community service and the preserva-
tion of Irish-American culture. 

Bill was born August 14, 1937, in 
Glenamaddy, Co. Galway. His family moved to 
Middleton, Co. Cork, in 1950 when he was 13 
years old. He is a product of the C.B.S. where 
he learned his skills of Human Interaction. Bill 
came to America on February 14, 1958, and 
started work as a waiter in McGovern’s. Bill 
has one brother, Edward and one sister, 
Breda. Maura McGovern was born in 
Kinawley, Co. Fermanagh. Her family moved 
to Swanlinbar, Co. Cavan, where she attended 
the National School. She came to America in 
April 1955. Maura is the oldest of seven chil-
dren. She has two brothers, Eamon and 
Freddie, and four sisters, Geraldine, Theresa, 
Patricia and Carmel. Bill and Maura are the 
proud aunt and uncle of many nieces and 
nephews. 

Bill worked for Prudential in Newark before 
marrying Maura on May 6, 1961. The U.S. 
Army called him into service in August of that 
year and he headed to Hawaii, where he was 
stationed for the next 18 months. When he 
was discharged he went to work for Crown 
Furs. 

Upon his retirement, Frank McGovern of-
fered Bill and Maura the tavern and on July 
10, 1968, they became the proud owners of 
the most popular Irish Tavern on the East 
Coast of the U.S. In April 2001 they turned the 
reins over to Patrick and Sean McGovern and 
young Mike Nagle. The boys have made the 
Scullys proud by ‘‘Keeping the Tradition 
Alive.’’ 

The Scullys have long worked to help keep 
their community strong and to keep alive Irish- 
American culture. Bill has been honored by 
many organizations such as the Independent 
Irish, the Peter Smith School of Irish Dancing, 
The Giblin Association, The Cryan Associa-
tion, The Shillelagh Club, The Irish American 
Association of the Oranges, Project Children, 
the Emerald Society, the F.O.P. Local #12, 
and the Sheriff’s Department P.B.A. Maura 
was honored as the Deputy Grand Marshal of 
the Newark Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in 
1971. 

Throughout their lives, Bill and Maura have 
not only given much of their own time and en-
ergy to community efforts, but have also in-
spired others through the example they set. 
Bill and Maura are the Standard Bearers of 
the Frank McGovern Association and mem-
bers of many civic, social and charitable orga-
nizations. They welcome this tribute and thank 
everyone for all the love and support over the 
last 50 years. It’s their sincere wish for Peace 
with Justice for all the people of Ireland, both 
North and South. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to learning about and recognizing 
individuals like Bill and Maura Scully. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, the Scullys’ family and friends, the 
members of the Frank McGovern Association, 
everyone who has enjoyed a visit to McGov-
ern’s, and me in recognizing the contributions 
of Bill and Maura Scully. 
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